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CORONAVIRUS 


Area hospital officials are worried 


By Marina Starleaf Riker 
STAFF WRITER 


If San Antonio fails to slow the 
spread of the novel coronavirus, 
medical professionals fear the re- 
gion could run short of life-saving 
ventilators and qualified person- 
nel to operate them. 

An estimated 657 ventilators 
are available in the state-designat- 
ed trauma care region that in- 
cludes San Antonio. 

That number is based on infor- 
mation from 43 of the region’s 55 


If curve not ‘flattened,’ ventilator supply could run short 


general hospitals. The data were 
provided to Bexar County Judge 
Nelson Wolff by University Hospi- 
tal and reflect the ventilator sup- 
ply as of Thursday morning. The 
numbers can change by the min- 
ute, depending on how many pa- 
tients are using the machines. 

“T think that’s adequate if we 
flatten this curve,” said Wolff, re- 
ferring to the rate at which the vi- 
rus sickens people. “But if we have 


a big spike, we could have a big 
problem.” 

A dozen of the region’s general 
hospitals didn’t provide figures on 
how many ventilators they have 
available. 

The San Antonio trauma care 
region, one of 20 in Texas, encom- 
passes 22 counties with a com- 
bined population of more than 2.8 
million. 

Ventilators are one of the best 


weapons in the fight against CO- 
VID-19, the disease caused by the 
coronavirus. In the most serious 
cases, people can become too sick 
to breathe on their own and can 
die if their lungs aren’t assisted by 
the oxygen-pumping machines. 
As of Saturday, five people had 
died and 140 had tested positive 
for the virus in Bexar County, the 
largest county in the trauma care 
region, with more than 2 million 


residents. 

It’s unclear exactly how many 
ventilators there are in San Anto- 
nio. University Hospital, the cen- 
terpiece of the county health sys- 
tem and one of the largest hospi- 
tals in the city, said it has 104. 

None of the other major hospi- 
tal systems in the city disclosed 
figures. 

Texas hospital and government 
officials have said they have 
enough machines and health care 
workers to run them — for now. 

Hospitals continues on A16 


Unknown 
is how 
long we 
stay home 


By Gilbert Garcia 


METRO COLUMNIST 


Ron Nirenberg made a 
rare appearance on CNN 
last Tuesday. He was vis- 
ibly irritated. 

A day earlier, the San 
Antonio mayor had issued 
the fifth in a series of in- 
cremental restrictions to 
cope with the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The latest order — ac- 
companied by a similar 
declaration from Bexar 
County Judge Nelson Wolff 
— called on people to stay 
at home (while allowing 
for exempted activities 
such as grocery shopping, 
visiting health-care provid- 
ers and taking outdoor 
walks) for a period of 16 
days. 

A few hours after the 
announcement of Niren- 
berg’s stay-at-home order, 
Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick ap- 
peared on Tucker Carl- 
son’s Fox News show. 

Patrick tried to cast 
doubt on the wisdom of 
government efforts to slow 
the coronavirus’s silent 
rampage across the United 
States by shutting down 
social and economic activ- 
ity. 

Patrick, seconding the 
let’s-get-back-to-work 
sentiments tweeted by 
President Donald Trump, 
said some degree of public 
health risk was worth 
accepting if it meant we 
could rev up our country’s 
idling private sector. 

“Those of us who are 
70-plus, we will take care 
of ourselves, but don’t 
sacrifice the country,” 
Patrick said. 

Garcia continues on A2 
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They’re the first S.A. family 
to feel pandemic’s worst pain 


Nursing home resident died of coronavirus complications 


Zenzi Farrell-Lewis is the daughter of Leola Doris Wallace, the first local resident killed by the novel 
coronavirus. The playground equipment behind her has been sealed off to help prevent its spread. 


By Emilie Eaton 
STAFF WRITER 


Zenzi Farrell-Lewis 
donned a face mask and 
gloves before she entered 
her mother’s room at a 
Northeast Side nursing 
home. 

Sitting next to the bed, 
she looked at her 83-year- 
old mother — everyone 
knew Leola Wallace by 
her middle name, Doris — 
and wondered whether 
this would be the last 
time she would hold her 
mother’s hands or stroke 
her white, close-cropped 
hair. 

For the past 12 years, 
Doris had lived with a 
type of dementia, but was 
stricken in recent days 
with pneumonia and a 
slight fever. 

Knowing that the novel 
coronavirus was circulat- 
ing in San Antonio, Far- 
rell-Lewis took a disinfec- 
tant wipe and carefully 
cleaned her mother’s 
hands and dabbed her 
forehead. She took off 
her mask and gloves and 
placed her hands around 
her mother’s. She leaned 
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Courtesy 


Doris Wallace, who was always known by her 
middle name, is seen in this family photo with her 


husband, Allee Wallace. 


over and kissed her fore- 
head. 

Her mother, who had 
lost her ability to speak 
some time ago, didn’t re- 
spond. 

Farrell-Lewis’ mind 
flooded with memories: 
the time her mother, a 
well-known local clothes 
designer, had sewn a 
three-piece, buttercup 
gold suit for her daughter 
to wear on picture day at 
school. 

After taking a photo 
with her mother, Farrell- 
Lewis said her goodbyes. 
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She needed to check on 
her 85-year-old father, Al- 
lee Wallace, an Army vet- 
eran and photographer, 
who was having trouble 
breathing and had to be 
hospitalized. 

The next day, March 
20, Farrell-Lewis would 
learn that her father had 
contracted COVID-19 and 
that her mother likely 
had it, too. 

Doris Wallace died a 
day later. 

The highly contagious 
virus had taken its toll in 

Family continues on A17 
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In Texas 


Trump 
will not 
seal off 
N.Y. area 


By Michael D. Shear 
and Annie Karni 
NEW YORK TIMES 


In Bexar 
County 


WASHINGTON -— Presi- 
dent Donald Trump said 
Saturday he won’t impose a 
quarantine on New York, 
New Jersey and Connecti- 
cut to prevent the spread of 
the coronavirus. 

Instead, the president 
said he’ll issue a “strong” 
travel advisory for the re- 
gion to be enacted by the 
governors of the three 
states. 

Trump made the an- 
nouncement on Twitter 
just hours after telling re- 
porters that he was consid- 
ering a quarantine of the 
area in an effort to limit the 
spread of the virus to Flori- 
da and other parts of the 
country, a move that would 
have been a drastic exercise 
of federal power to further 
restrict travel by millions of 
Americans. 

Trump had offered no 
details about how his ad- 
ministration would enforce 
a ban on movements in and 
out of the three northeast- 
ern states, including the 
country’s most populous 
city, and the idea drew swift 
condemnation. 

New York Gov. Andrew 

Trump continues on A6 
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